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Newsletter 20 Term 4   10 December 2018 

From the Principal 
 

Public Speaking Showcase 
The school celebrated our public speaking showcase and instrumental music assembly a fortnight ago. 
The public speaking performances occur every two years and provide the opportunity for students to 
showcase their public speaking skills. All students from years 1 to 6 created and presented a speech in 
front of their class, with one student selected to perform in the showcase assembly.  In addition, students 
who are part of our school’s instrumental music program shared their musical talents with performances in 
brass, flute and guitar. This was a wonderful morning, with exceptional speeches and wonderful musical 
interludes. Congratulations to all of the students involved. 
 
Staff Update 
 
Farewells 
We have two staff members who will not be returning to Duncraig next year. Congratulations to Mrs 
Ginette Williams who is retiring after many years as an education assistant at our school. Mrs Rebekah 
Rossi (kindergarten teacher) is also leaving (at least for now) as she is taking up a teaching position at 
South Padbury Primary School.  
 
Deputy Principal Position 
Mr Taylor Webb will be continuing as Principal of Marangaroo Primary School in term 1 next year whilst a 
permanent selection process is occurring. Mrs Tabitha Stewart will continue in the Deputy Principal role at 
Duncraig in term 1. 
 
School Psychologist Position 
Congratulations to Mrs Alannah Paris and her husband Ben on the safe arrival of their first child, a little 
boy called Jordan. A new school psychologist will be appointed for semester one whilst Mrs Paris is on 
leave. 
 
Principal Position 
Ms Jennifer Allsop has been appointed as Principal, following my interim role at West Leeming Primary 
School. Ms Allsop is currently the Principal of Sutherland Dianella Primary School. Initially this 
appointment is for term 1 only, but may be extended following a selection process at West Leeming.  
 
Reports Home Today 
Semester 2 reports for Pre-primary to year 5students have been distributed electronically, by email today 
(Monday 10 December). Year 6 reports will be sent on Wednesday Please ensure your email address is 
accurate by checking with the school office if you do not receive the report. Paper copies are available 
upon request to the school office. In this newsletter, I have included some information about the process 
used to determine student achievement grades. This may be of interest as you read your child’s report. 
 
Farewells 
This week is a very big week for our year 6 students who will complete their primary schooling. In addition 
to their graduation assembly on Wednesday, they will also enjoy an afternoon of bowling, lunch at a 
restaurant and their evening social. Our graduating students have been a wonderful group of young 
people and I wish them all the very best for their future schooling. Best wishes also to our students in other 
year levels who will be leaving Duncraig at the end of this year.   
 
In conclusion, I would like to this opportunity to thank the many parents who I have got to know over the 
past four years. My time at Duncraig has been a highlight of my leadership career and I have appreciated 
the support you have given me. At this stage I am unsure as to whether I will return to Duncraig next year, 
however, parents will be updated as the year progresses.  My best wishes to you all for a wonderful festive 
season and a happy and healthy 2019. 

 
Lisa Tucker 
Principal 
 



 

2019 Student Class Placement 
 
The 2019 preliminary class lists will be published on the school website on Wednesday 12 December. This will 
occur in the late afternoon, once school has closed for the day.  This will allow families who wish to share this 
information with their children, the opportunity to do this in their home environment.  Students have been placed 
against the class structure outlined in the last newsletter. This structure, including teacher class allocation is 
included in this newsletter for your information. Please note that your child’s class placement may change at the 
start of 2019, if we have an influx of unexpected new enrolments. . Please also be aware that requests from 
parents closed on Friday 16 November and the class lists have now been finalised. 
 
Parents who wish to discuss their child’s placement are able to make an appointment with the Principal and 
Deputy Principals on Thursday 13 December (9am – 3pm) or Friday 14 December (9am – 12pm). Please 
contact Sue Hutchinson in the school office to arrange a meeting time. 
 
2019 Class Structure 
 
 

Year 
Level 

Teacher Classroo
m 

K Rachael Waters 
 

KA 

K Leonie Hetebry 
 

KB 

P Tara Phillips 14 

P Malinda Lyons 16 

1 Lindsay Calton 
Elena Adams 

17 

1 Helen Spiers 
 

18 

1/2 Sandy Firman 
 

13 

2 Jenny Cole 11 
 

3 Sara Di Martino 
 

12 

3 Steve Miller 8 

3/4 Jo Watkinson 
Cath Locke 

7 

4 Matt Zanatta 
 

5 

4 Louise Oldroyd 
 

4 

5 Jenny Wylde  
 

Elena Adams 

6 

5/6 Alex Collett 3 

6 Amy Jones 
Alison Gordon 

2 

6 Karen Garcia 
Alison Gordon  

1 

   

French Janet Wilderspin 10 

PE Ted Orzel  

Music Jan Ruscoe   

Music/ 
ECE 

Lisa Williamson 
(Nash) 

 

Science 
P-2 

Lisa Williamson 
(Nash) 

 

Visual Art Angela Coombes  

ITC coach Jo Watkinson  

 



 

 
Parents are reminded that students are placed using a three-stage process where the academic, health, social 
and emotional needs of every student is considered. For detailed information about this process, please refer to 
the newsletters published earlier this term on 29 October and 12 November. 
 
If you are not planning for your child to attend Duncraig Primary School in 2019 please advise the office 
as soon as possible. This is very important for our planning and would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Semester Two Report Information 
The information contained in your child’s report provides a summary of their achievement, effort, attitude, 
behaviour and progress in school this year. An area of interest for many parents is their child’s academic 
achievement. This information is reported using grades in years 3-6 (A – E) or grade descriptions in Pre-primary 
to year 2.  These grade descriptions are: 

 Excellent 

 High 

 Satisfactory 

 Limited 

 Very Low 
 
Your child’s grade is determined using the West Australian Curriculum achievement standards. These standards 
describe the expected knowledge and skills for students who have been taught the curriculum content for the full 
year of schooling. Therefore, in semester two reports, teachers are required to make a professional judgement 
regarding the level of achievement that your child is demonstrating.  
For example, students performing above the expected standard will receive an A grade (excellent) or a B grade 
(high). Students demonstrating satisfactory achievement will be allocated a C grade (satisfactory).  Students 
performing below the expected standard will receive a D grade (limited) or E grade (very low). 
It is important that all aspects of your child’s report are taken into consideration when considering their 
achievements, areas of strength and where further development is required. Parents should also be aware that 
children progress at different rates throughout their schooling. This can be reflected in their achievement grades. 
It is therefore not unusual for a child to fluctuate between different grades both within and across the years. 
 
Learning area grade reports, if you would like one, can be collected from the office from Monday afternoon. 
 
DUNCRAIG SHOPPING CENTRE OVERFLOW PARKING 
Due to the current limited parking available at the Duncraig Shopping Centre, the school’s staff car park will be 
used as overflow parking during the holiday period. This area is only for staff who are working in the Duncraig 
Shopping Centre and will be monitored by security. 
 
DUNCRAIG SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL GATE AND SBAE STUDENTS 
Congratulations to the following year 6 students who have been accepted into the Gifted and Talented Extension 
(GATE) and School Based Academic Extension (SBAE) programs at Duncraig Senior High School in 2019. 
GATE 
Sean B, Lucas B, Sam M, Kai S, Angela V, James C 
SBAE 
Ben B, Daniel B, Tom B, Sydney K, Neve L, Soley O, Ava S, Isaac J. and Jett S 
 
MATHS FACTOR WINNERS 
 

  
Room 4 and Room 18 
 



 

PUBLIC SPEAKING SHOWCASE 

 
 

ZOO EXCURSION 

      
 

P&C News 
A special thank you: 

 
On behalf of the executive and P&C members, I would like to thank all of the volunteers 
that have helped out in anyway throughout 2018, to run the events put on by the P&C. 
All of the events have been very successful and have helped us fund new projects for 
2019. 
 
We would like to acknowledge our canteen staff for doing a fantastic job and providing 

an exceptional service for our families. 
 
A special thank you to Amanda Blackwell for all of her volunteer hours over the years on the P&C, your 
contribution will be missed as you send your final child off to high school. 
 
We cannot help provide the school with resources or run stalls without all of your hard work and time, and it 
really has been extremely appreciated. 
 
As we head into 2019 we would love to see many new faces to help make up our future committee. 
 
We would like to wish Lisa Tucker all the best on your new appointment and we thank you for all you have 
done for our School. 
 
Finally, the P&C wish you all a merry and safe Christmas. 
 
Nicole Hughes 
P&C President 



 

 
UNIFORM SHOP  
The uniform shop will be open on Friday 1 February from 8am to 12noon. Orders placed online can be 
picked up on this day also. The uniform shop will also open on Friday 8 February from 8.15am – 
8.45am . 
 
SCHOOL BANKING 
School banking will not be held on Wednesday this week due to graduation.  
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Mission Australia Toy Drive 
Christmas is fast approaching!! And for us all, that means an opportunity to make a difference!  
 
Thanks to the generosity of people in the local community last year, we were able to help to donate hundreds of 
toys to Mission Australia so that Perth’s under privileged children can also enjoy that special time of year. 
 
All presents are shared with the children at the big annual Christmas lunch hosted by Mission Australia. 
At Duncraig Primary we are asking for your support in donating a toy for a child to support this very worthy 
cause. 
 
Any new gift for babies to 18 year old children of both genders is appreciated. No minimum value as we bundle 
the gifts. All toys will be sorted into gender and age specific bundles and wrapped at the Hyatt in Perth week 
commencing 17

th
 December. If yourself or/and your kids would like to get involved and help out with this please 

contact Ann to organise 
 
This is one opportunity to make a real difference to families in our community who are in real need. Your support 
would really be appreciated 

 
The collection points for toys:  
1. Duncraig Primary admin building 
2. EATS café in Duncraig 
3. Nervana Chiropractic in Warwick  
4. 29 Castlefern Way in Duncraig (Residential address - (Drop in labelled box) 
 
If anyone wants to help with sorting and wrapping the presents at the Hyatt Hotel in Perth - date 1 week prior  to 
be advised, please contact Ann Nielsen on 0407 694 381 or annsblackrollfitness@gmail.com 
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